
Spring 2016 More than 100 Years of Service! 

e are anxiously awaiting 

the completion of the 

construction project to refurbish 

our bathroom facilities and to 

once again have the use of our 

full Children’s Department and 

Community Room.  The second 

floor bathrooms are now com-

pleted and are larger and com-

pletely handicapped accessible.  

We are seeing the light at the 

end of the tunnel and are plan-

ning a great spring season of 

programs and special events. 

 Our Children’s Department 

is pressing on full STEAM 

ahead with programs for all ages 

to delight our young readers. We 

have some special family offer-

ings in March in partnership 

with Yellow Creek State Park. 

The interactive programs on 

Owls and Animal Tracks are not 

just for children, but for any 

wildlife lovers. Literacy Day is 

coming on March 19th.  We 

have storytelling, activities, 

crafts, games, snacks, givea-

ways, and fun on all three floors 

of the library.  Our theme is 

kites and kite making. This is 

one day not to miss! 

 Please read further for de-

tails on all of our upcoming 

events, such as the History Speak-

ers Series and “Engage for 

Health.”  Back by popular de-

mand, our Brown Bag Concerts 

will be starting up in March for a 

great way to take a lunch break 

while lis-

tening to 

exception-

al local 

musicians. 

The Master Gardeners will also 

be returning with advice just in 

time for spring planting season. 

Check the website for details to 

come. 

 If you’ve never tried a Book 

Club, now is the  perfect time.  

We have a variety of books and 

meeting times, including a special 

family book club, to enhance your 

reading experience and get anoth-

er perspective on a great read.  

 This spring we will offer two 

used book sales  one  just in time 

for Valentine’s Day on February 

13th, and our big Annual Used 

Book Sale April 9th.  Our book 

sales not only provide you with 

inexpensive books, but they sup-

port the library as well. 

 You won’t want to miss our 

National Library Week celebra-

tion April 10 -  16th.  We’ve part-

nered with talented local art stu-

dents who will be displaying 

their “book art” projects in the 

library all week.  Wednesday 

you can meet the artists at a spe-

cial reception. We’ll also be 

serving the com-

munity with a 

week-long food 

drive for IC-

CAP.  Other spe-

cial events include an author vis-

it and book signing, and a spe-

cial Teen Lit Day on Thurs-

day. For more details see page 6. 

 If you haven’t heard about 

all our digital services, check 

them out at our website, indi-

anafreelibrary.org.  We now 

have digital magazines through  

Zinio and music downloads 

through Freegal. For complete 

information, see our Digital Ser-

vices Newsletter by clicking the 

Newsletter tab on our website. 

 We’re also happy to an-

nounce we now have Ances-

try.com available for use inside 

the library.  All you need is a 

library card and you can have 

access to thousands of genealog-

ical records for free. 

 Don’t miss all that your local 

community library has to offer!  
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Check out our storytime line-up 

for the spring.  The following pro-

grams will run through April. 

 

Mondays 

Rhythm & Rhyme Fami-

ly Time. 10:30 - 11 am. A 

rhyming storybook along 

with songs, action rhymes, 

and movement activities intro-

duce two important pre-literacy 

skills, rhythm and rhyme.  Espe-

cially for pre-readers.  

Tuesdays 

Toddler Tales. 10:30 - 11:00 

am.  This program features 

books, flannel board stories, ac-

tion songs, movement activities 

and a craft on a special theme.  

Especially  for children ages 15 

months to 3 years, this program 

encourages the development of 

Children’s Programs 

 Warm up to Reading!  

 

important skills including word 

and sound recognition and motor 

coordination.  

Wednesdays 

Preschool Story Time. 10:30 - 

11:00 am.  Each week we’ll ex-

plore a theme through books and a 

craft.  We’ll focus on pre-reading 

skills such as concept of print, left 

to right progression, and top to bot-

tom sequencing of words.  For 

children ages 3 to 5 years old.   

Thursdays 

Book Babies. 10:30 – 

11:00 am. A baby’s brain 

is ready for listening very 

early in his/her develop-

ment and this program is designed 

with that in mind.  Colorful board 

books, nursery rhymes, action 

songs, and movement will delight 

our youngest learners.   

This summer the Indiana Free Li-

brary in partnership with Yellow 

Creek State Park will be offering 

many programs to encourage outdoor 

activities and family fitness. As a 

preview, two programs just right for 

families of school-age children, 

teens, and anyone who has an inter-

est in wildlife, will take place at the 

library in March. 

 

  Critters of the Night: Owls 

Wednesday, March 16 at 6:30 pm 

Ever wonder why owls hoot? Come 

and learn about the fascinat-

ing animals who prowl the 

night woods of Pennsylva-

nia.  Lisa Meadows, Park 

Educator for Yellow Creek 

State Park, will show you 

 

Park Offers Two Family Nature Programs  

how to identify PA owls through sight 

and sound using pictures, stuffed 

owls, feathers, and owl calls in this 

hands-on program. 

 

  Animal Tracks and Signs 

Monday, March 28 at 6:30 pm 

Have you ever seen animal 

tracks in the snow or the 

mud and wondered who 

was there? Meet with PA 

Game Commission Officer Chris 

Reidmiller to learn how to identify 

Pennsylvania wildlife signs and 

tracks.  This hands-on program will 

give you the skills to identify common 

wildlife found in this area. 

 Call (724) 465-8841 or visit 

www.indianafreelibrary.org for more 

information. 

 

 

 

Our featured book Kite 

Day tells of two friends 

who built a kite on a 

windy spring day and 

the adventure that en-

sues when a storm causes the kite to 

fly away.  We'll build on this story by 

making kites using a variety of materi-

als followed by fun family activities 

that teach us more about wind and 

weather.   This event is a cooperative 

effort of the Indiana Free Library, In-

diana County Reading Council, and 

the Indiana Gazette.  Activities will 

take place on all three floors of the 

library and each family will receive a 

copy of the book. 

Let's Go Fly A Kite 
Saturday, March 19  

10:00 am -  1:00 pm 

Literacy Day 2016 

 

 
 

Join us for a family book 

club discussion of E.B. 

White’s classic  Charlotte's 

Web on Wednesday, Feb-

ruary 17th at 6:30 pm or  

on Saturday, February 20th at 

11:00 am.   

 This  program is designed for 

children, ages 8 and up, and an 

adult, such as a parent or grandpar-

ent, to both read the book and come 

to the library program together to 

talk about the book and complete 

activities (such as a craft).  Copies 

of the book are available at the Cir-

culation Desk.   

Family Book Club:  

Charlotte’s Web 

 

 

Thanks for your patience during 
our renovations!  We hope to be 

back in our lower level Children’s 
Department soon.  Meanwhile, we 
will continue to serve you in our 

temporary 2nd floor location. 



 Special Program 
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Mindfulness: Science and Practice 
Time magazine ushered in 2014 

with a cover story on the 

“Mindfulness Revolution”; the 

October 2015 issue of 

American Psychologist 

devoted a special issue 

to Mindfulness; Ohio Congress-

man Tim Ryan conducts the 

“Quiet Time Caucus” twice a 

week for lawmakers and staff.  

The claims for Mindfulness range 

from improving stress tolerance 

to reducing anxiety and depres-

sion to boosting immune system 

functioning.   But just what is it 

and does it really work? 

 Join Dr. Donald Robertson, 

IUP Emeritus Professor of Psy-

chology, as he introduces the 

basic elements of Mindfulness and 

provides a science-based descrip-

tion and evaluation of what, if any-

thing, Mindfulness 

can and cannot do 

and whether those 

methods are really any better than 

other techniques. 

 Dr. Robertson, Ph.D., retired 

from the Psychology Department 

of IUP in 2013 and is a clinical 

psychologist who most recently 

was the Director of the Center for 

Applied Psychology at IUP. 

 Free.  In the 

Library’s Com-

munity Room.  

Refreshments 

served. 

Tuesday, February 16 

1:00 pm 

 

 

Attention library lovers!  February is the month 

for you.  At the library we are planning lots of fun 

things you can do to show how you love your li-

brary. 

 Our adult coloring group, Color Me Happy, 

will meet twice in February, on the 1st for Valen-

tine coloring and the 22nd for coloring & cocoa!  

Yummy! 

 Blind Date with a Book will return!  Check out a 

“mystery” book and take it home; you may find true literary love! 

 Use your spare change to vote for your favorite literary genre! 

 Our book clubs and crafting groups will also be meeting as regularly 

scheduled.   

 The Used Book Sale February 13th will offer lots of selections for 

every book lover in the family! 

 AND, don’t forget to show your love by creating a Valentine for 

your favorite library!   

 

 

Volunteer Shelvers! 

 

February Is Love Your Library Month! 

Valentine’s Day Used Book Sale 
Saturday, February 13, 10 am -3 pm 

Do you love mysteries, cookbooks, thrillers, history, or romance? 
We have all those and more for all ages. You’ll find something to 

satisfy your passion for reading while supporting your library! 

any thanks to the dedicated 

members of our volunteer 

shelver team for their continued 

help during the summer and fall of 

2015. Local residents and students 

from IUP donated 494 hours to 

make sure that library resources are 

available right when you need them.  

 The library welcomes new vol-

unteers year-round, and applications 

for this long-term service oppor-

tunity are available at the front 

desk. To learn more about the vol-

unteer shelver program go to 

www.indianafreelibrary.org/

node/272/. 

Thank You  

The Library welcomes volunteers 

from the community to assist us.  

Without their talents and efforts we 

would be hard-pressed to offer the 

high quality service we provide.   

 We are currently searching for 

Outreach Volunteers.  These vol-

unteers will be called on to assist 

staff with programs and events both 

inside and outside of the library.  

Volunteers may be asked to help set 

up events, appropriate materials for 

programs, and/or accompany the 

Outreach Librarian to off-site 

events. 

 To be eligible, you must be over 

16 years of age, be willing to work 

with the public, have good customer 

service skills, and have a general 

knowledge of the library and its 

mission.  Education students or ex-

perience a plus!  Evening and Satur-

day availability is essential. 

 To apply, please pick up an ap-

plication at the library, or contact 

the library at 724-465-8841. 

M  

Outreach Volunteers 
Wanted! 



W 
e have a book club that’s 

just your style! Books 

available at the front desk 

and refreshments always served. 

 

IFL Book Club:  
Contemporary Reads 

quiet life valuing the 

things that Englishmen 

have lived by for gener-

ations: honor, duty, and 

a properly brewed cup 

of tea. But when his 

friendship with  the Pakistani 

shopkeeper, begins to blossom 

into something more, he must face 

the local prejudices and his own 

past assumptions about life.  

Join a Book Club, Join the Conversation! 

Revisit an old favorite or discover 

something new. Meetings are the 

fourth Thursday of each month at 

10:30 am. Copies available at the 

front desk. 

February 25:  Love in the T ime 

of Cholera,  by Gabriel Garcia 

Marquez. In their youth, Florentino 

Ariza and Fermina Daza fall pas-

sionately in love. When Fermina 

eventually chooses to marry a 

wealthy doctor, Florentino is devas-

tated, but he is a romantic. Fifty 

years, nine months, and four days 

after he first declared his love for 

Fermina, he will do so again. 

March 24:  The Prime of Miss Jean 

Brody, by Muriel Spark. A liberated 

young schoolteacher at an Edin-

burgh girls' school in the period be-

tween the two wars instructs her 

girls on the ways of life.  

April 28: The Outward Room , by 

Millen Brand.  Committed to a 

mental hospital  after a nervous 

breakdown, Harriet Demuth makes 

Classics Book Club:  
Always in Style 
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a daring escape, hopping a train by 

night and riding the rails into De-

pression-era  New York City  

May 26: Christ Stopped at Eboli, 

by Carlo Levi.  Confined as a politi-

cal prisoner in a desolate land in 

southern Italy in 1935, Levi reflects 

on the harsh landscape and its inhab-

itants, peasants who lived the same 

lives their ancestors had.  

Read a work of fiction or nonfic-

tion and join an exciting discus-

sion.  Our evening group meets 

the second Monday of the month 

at 7 pm; the morning group meets 

the second Wednesday at 11 am.  

February  8th or 10th: 

The Guernsey Literary and 

Potato Peel Pie Society, by 

Mary Ann Shaffer and An-

nie Barrows. 

January 1946: writer Juliet 

Ashton receives a letter from a 

stranger, a founding member of 

the Guernsey Literary and Potato 

Peel Pie Society. And so begins a 

remarkable tale of the island of 

Guernsey during the German oc-

cupation, and of a society as ex-

traordinary as its name.   

March 9th or 14th:  A Y ear on 

Ladybug Farm, by Donna Ball. 

Uprooting themselves from com-

fortable lives in the suburbs, three 

friends buy a run-down mansion 

in the picturesque Shenandoah 

Valley. As they take on a home 

improvement challenge of epic 

proportions,  they discover that 

sometimes the best things  happen 

when everything goes wrong  

April 11th or 13th. Divid-

ed We Fall, by Trent 

Reedy. Danny Wright nev-

er thought he'd be the man 

to bring down the United 

States of America.  

May 9th or 11th.  Major Petti-

grew’s Last Stand, by Helen Si-

monson.  Major Pettigrew leads a 

 

Find out why so many adults are en-

joying children’s and young adult 

books. Meets the fourth Wednesday 

each month at 11 am.  

February 17th: Shelter, by Har lan 

Coban. When Mickey Bolitar’s new 

girlfriend, Ashley, vanishes, he fol-

lows her trail into a seedy underworld 

that reveals she is not what she seems.  

March 16th: Just L isten, by Sarah 

Dessen.  When she's modeling, Anna-

bel is the picture of perfection. But 

her real life is far from perfect. Fortu-

nately, she's got Owen. He's intense, 

music-obsessed, and dedicated to al-

ways telling the truth. Most of all, 

he's determined to make her happy.  

April 20th: Geek tastic: Stories 

from the Nerd Herd, by Holly 

Black and Cecil Castellucci. Whether 

you're a former, current, or future 

geek, or if you just want to get in 

touch with your inner geek, 

Geektastic will help you get your 

geek on!  
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Adult Programs & Classes 

oin us for history programs on a 

variety of topics presented by lo-

cal speakers. All programs are free. 

 

Passport to Freedom:  The 

Blairsville Area Underground 

Railroad 

March 23rd, 7:00 pm 

Join Denise Jennings-Doyle, Vice 

President of the Blairsville Area 

Underground Railroad, for a pro-

gram that explores enslavement in 

the Appalachian region of the U.S. 

and shares stories of Underground 

Railroad activities in Indiana Coun-

ty.  Highlighted will be the activi-

ties of the agents and abolitionists 

who lived and worked in the Indi-

ana area, and various artifacts will 

be on display. Denise is a public 

historian with a Masters in Adult 

and Community Education.  She 

resides in Blairsville, is President of 

the Homer Center Historical Socie-

ty, and is actively assisting with the 

ongoing Indiana Borough Bicenten-

nial celebration.  

IFL History Speakers Series 

Indiana Then & Now 

March 29th, 2:00 pm & March 

30th, 7:00 pm 

In commemo-

ration of Indi-

ana Borough’s 

Bicentennial, 

Sherry 

Kuckuck will present a “walking 

tour” slide show of Indiana, show-

ing a wide variety of Indiana 

buildings and landmarks as they 

were in the past, and what those 

same properties look like today.  

Discover Indiana’s history through 

its buildings, or reminisce about 

the places you remember from 

your childhood. 

 

A History of Childhood in  

Indiana County 

April 4th, 7:00 pm 

The Historical and Genealogical 

Society of Indiana County houses 

many artifacts relating to the his-

tory of our region; however, many 

of these artifacts may surprise 

 

Indiana Free Library now has 

Ancestry.com available  

for our patrons. 

Use of the website is free to 

library card holders.  You must 

access it in the library either 

through one of our computers 

or on your laptop or device  

using our wi-fi. All you need is 

your library card to get  

started! 

Discover Your Family 

Tree at IFL!  

Many thanks to The Pittsburgh 
Foundation for continued support 
through the James and Mary Jack 
Foundation of $1,253.08  to keep 
the library serving this community 
with quality resources. 

 

 Want to learn how to improve your health?  Take an active 

role in your health care and learn to ask 

your doctor the right questions.  This one-

hour workshop will explore how to talk to 

your doctor, what types of questions to ask, 

and where to find accurate medical information.   

 We will be joined by Cookie Moretti, a registered nurse 

with the Visiting Nurse Association of Indiana County.    

Engage for Health  

Monday, March 21 - 7:00 pm 

 

 

you.  Some  interest-

ing items you may 

not expect in a muse-

um are those belong-

ing to or relating to 

children.  Join Katie Gaudreau, his-

torian and PR Chair at the Historical 

Society, as she discusses some of the 

children's artifacts in the Society's 

collection -- including baptismal 

gowns, jumpers, toys, even potties -- 

and their place and importance 

throughout the history of Indiana 

County.   

Funded by the National Library of Medicine under contract 
#HHS-N-276-2011-00003-C with the University of Pittsburgh. 

J 
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Join  us as we cele-

brate how libraries 

transform infor-

mation, education, 

entertainment, and literacy during 

National Library Week. 

 For a twist on this year’s 

theme, we’ve partnered with art 

teachers and 

students at 

several local 

school 

districts to  

literally 

“transform” 

old books into art.  All week we 

will be displaying these book crea-

tions by  students from Indiana 

Area, Homer Center, Marion Cen-

ter and Purchase Line school dis-

tricts. Stop in to see this amazing 

display anytime we are open that 

week, or better yet, come meet the 

student artists at a reception on 

Wednesday March 12th  at 7 pm. 

Light refreshments will be served. 

 We have lots of other programs 

in store this week as well.  On 

Monday, Aaron Dunbar, author of 

A Wish for Giants, will hold a book 

signing from 4-6 pm.  Then at 7 

pm the IFL Book Club will also 

meet to discuss Divided We Fall, 

by Trent Reedy.   

Miss Mon-

day night’s 

book 

club?  

We also 

meet on 

Wednes-

day morning at 11 am.  And don’t 

forget the artist’s reception at 7 

pm. 

 Attention teens:  Thursday is 

Teen Lit Day!  Stop in at 3:30 to 

make a cool craft celebrating read-

ing and teen literature.   

 We have several other pro-

grams in the works so be sure to 

check the events page on our web-

site, www.indianafreelibrary.org.   

 Celebrate National Library Week! 

April 10-16 

National Library Week “is a time to 
celebrate the contributions of our 
nation’s libraries and librarians. . .” 

 τ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ 

 

Brown Bag Concerts: 

Lunchtime concerts by tal-

ented local musicians.    

Bring your lunch, and we’ll pro-

vide the entertainment! Concerts 

begin at noon. 

Spring Gardening 

Programs:  The 

Indiana Master 

Gardeners will be 

back again with programs on how 

to get the most out of your garden. 

 Watch the Events Page  at  in-

dianafreelibrary.org for  pro-

gram titles and dates. 

Coming This Spring: 

Did you know that the Indi-

ana Free Library has a crea-

tive writing club? Member-

ship is open to anyone over 

the age of 12 looking for a place to 

create, learn, and share.  Meetings 

are held at 7 pm on the last Monday 

of the month, last about an hour, and 

are informal, productive, and fun.  

Meetings can include sharing work, 

an activity/skill exercise, or other 

fun writing projects—not all mem-

bers need to share, though sharing to 

receive feedback is always encour-

aged.  

 New members are always wel-

come and perfect attendance is not 

required or expected.  The club is 

facilitated by one of our librarians, 

Helen, who has a background in 

English education as well as having 

published various short stories.  For 

further information please contact 

Helen at the library, by phone 724-

465-8841 ext. 0, or you can email 

her at publib.ill@gmail.com. 

Like to Write? Join  

Creative Writing Club  

 

 

Library Week Food Drive for ICCAP 

In celebration of a new partnership between ICCAP 
and the Indiana Free Library, we will hold a Food 
Drive all week during National Library Week. If you 
are able, bring non-perishable food items to the li-
brary April 10th - 16th to help replenish ICCAP’s 
food pantries strained in the winter months. As an 
added incentive, we will remove $1 per item donat-
ed from any fines you may have at the library. If you 
have no fines we can celebrate that too! It is still a 
great way to support those in need around us. 

mailto:publib.ill@gmail.com


 

All donations are tax deductible. 

 

    The Literary League: $1 - $149 

    The Mary E. Ahern Club: $150 - $300 

  1 hour Library Sponsorship 

    The Dewey Book Group: $301 - $409  

  2 hours Library Sponsorship;  

  name on Donor Wall 

    The Franklin Library Company:  
    $500 - $999  

  Half day Library Sponsorship;  

  name on Donor Wall 

    The Carnegie Society: $1000+  

  Full day Library Sponsorship for 

  each $1000; name on Donor Wall 

    The Alexandria Society: $5000+  

  Full week Library Sponsorship;  

  name on Permanent Plaque 

Name: ______________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________________________ 

State: ________________    Zip: ________________________ 

Email: ______________________________________________ 

Select a Sponsorship Date: _____________________________ 

 

     Check here if you wish to remain anonymous. 

 

Please print and mail this sheet with your donation or drop it off: 

 

The Indiana Free Library 

845 Philadelphia St. 

Indiana, PA  15701 

Libraries Change Lives! 
Make it Happen! 

Please support YOUR Indiana Free Library 

YOUR generous donation will enable us to: 

 

§ Remain a vital force in our community by meeting the 

increasing demands for all library services 

§ Maintain the current level of professional assistance 

and hours of operation  

 

YOUR donation in any amount is greatly appreciated!  

Your sponsorship of $150 and above will be posted at the 

entrance of the library, on our digital display, website 

and seasonal newsletter.  Sponsorships may be shared or 

supported by more than one person or even groups. 


